
war , yet only spends $5 to $8 billion 
on addressing the warrior’s issues. If 
we are going to pay for the cost of 
war, then we must be committed to 
pay the cost of righting the problems 
associated with war, such as; inju-
ries, and reintegration of our troops 
back into society with the same or 
enhanced standard they left with. 
The U.S. Government continues to 
gives more to support other countries 
to enhance their quality of life and 
negate to provide for the veterans 
who have sacrificed theirs. 
 

Today this country has over 300 
thousand veterans from various wars 
that are currently homeless. What 
would it cost this great nation  to pro-
vide this population a home, $25 to 
$50 billion? Compare this expense to 
the cost of war. Compare the warmth 
of the American population doing 
something great for their fellow 
brother and sister warrior.  
 

The public needs to speak out and 
make the government and the rich 
“do the right thing”. We should not 
fight wars unless we are going to 
support the warriors with resources 
and real services other than loud lip 
service. Our organization has ser-
viced over 150 veterans and their 
families who return home from Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other areas fighting 
terror. We must not stop in our unre-
lenting efforts. For further informa-
tion, on how you can make a differ-
ence,  check out our website, 
www.bvsj.org or write me.  

~ Excerpt from Army News Service 
  

Pfc. Rayshawn S. Johnson, a resident of 
the Flatbush neighborhood in Brooklyn 
who was killed in Iraq almost two years 
ago, was honored in a street renaming 
ceremony July 16.  
 
It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of a 
grateful community, to salute Private 
First Class Rayshawn Johnson and his 
family,” said New York City Council 
M e m b e r  Y v e t t e  D .  C l a r k e .  
 
“We stand here today to tell the world 
that our community produces champions 
too,” she said. “Everyone can come to 
the corner of Maple Street and Albany 
Avenue in Brooklyn to visit Rayshawn 

Johnson Way so that years from now,  
future generations will know the sacri-
fice he made.”  
 
Rayshawn Johnson was a graduate     
of Mahalia Jackson Junior High School 
and Wingate High School in Brooklyn. 
He attended one year at Touro College 
before enlisting in the Army. He       
completed basic training at Fort       
Leonard Wood, Mo. and was assigned 
to the 4th Infantry Division at Fort Hood, 
Texas. He was subsequently deployed 
in Iraq as a member of the 299th        
Engineer Battalion where his mission 
was to help build bridges.  
Johnson was posthumously awarded 
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star.  

~ Job Mashariki  
 

Today, New York State has withheld 
over $600,000.00 dollars which usu-
ally go towards Homeless Veteran 
Programs. As to date the NYC Coun-
cil has appropriated zero dollars for 
the improvement of veteran services; 
(BVSJ for example has received no 
funding).  
 

Public, private and other foundations 
& corporations are continuing  to pro-
vide more lip service and less cash 
flow  to address, the ever changing 
needs of America’s warriors’.  
As a result  of limited or lack of re-
sources there continues to be a rise 
in suicidal rate, post traumatic stress 
disorder, economic instability , family 
disintegration, lack of employment, 
reduced  housing subsidies, and 
medical benefits.  
 

“But The War Goes On”. It is public 
knowledge that the United States 
Government to date has spent over 
$250 billion dollars fighting terrorism, 
but has negated to provide basic 
needs to the citizens, all of these 
funds spent overtly. 
 

If one is to consider the expenses of 
external operations the tab may well 
be over $500 billion dollars and 
climbing. The present estimated 
count of U. S. military personnel that 
have lost their lives is well over 
2,000, and  over 46 thousand dis-
abled, returning home with  a pleth-
ora of needs. This government has  
spent billions of dollars to fight a 

“ We Serve This Country too! ”  
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In House� �
Educational Seminar, September 9, 2005  
@ 9:30 am, 665 Willoughby Avenue 
 

Educational Seminar, September 23, 
2005 @ 9:30 am, 665 Willoughby Avenue 
 

New Staff & Sexual Harassment  
Orientation, September 29, 2005  
@ 9:30 am, 665 Willoughby Avenue 
 

Educational Seminar, October 7, 2005                                         
@ 9:30 am, 665 Willoughby Avenue 
 

Educational Seminar, October 21, 2005                                         
@ 9:30 am, 665 Willoughby Avenue 
 

New Staff & Sexual Harassment  
Orientation, October 27, 2005 
@ 9:30 am, 665 Willoughby Ave 
 
BVSJ©s Sixth Annual Golf Tournament 
Fundraiser, Saturday, September 10, 
2005 @ Breezy Point Golf Course  8:30 
am For more info: (718) 852-6004 or 
www.bvsj.org 
 
BVSJ’s  119th Street Veterans Residence 
Open House, Saturday, September 10, 
2005 @ 22 East 119th Street 11:00 AM -
4:00 pm. For more info: (212) 423-2125 

 

Office Closed:  
·  Labor Day , September  5, 2005 
·  Columbus Day, October 10, 2005 

 

External: 
Brooklyn Community Board 3 Meeting 
Monday, September 12, 2005 @ 7:00 pm  
Monday, October 3, 2005 @ 7:00 pm 
1360 Fulton Street, (718) 622-6601 
 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
The Walk 
Sunday, October 16, 2005 @ 9:00 am 
Prospect Park, 9th Street Bandshell 
Brooklyn New York 
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665 Willoughby Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206 (718) 852-6004, (718) 852-4805 Fax, www.bvsj.org 
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Primary Election  
September 13, 2005 
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Please Remember to Support ... 
 
our Brothers and Sisters of Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, and other areas 
whose lives have been impacted by 
the catastrophe of Hurricane 
Katrina.  
 

If you need more information on 
how you can help.  Please call 
(718) 852-6004. 
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� � �����The murder of Em-
mett Louis Till, an 
Af r ican-Amer ican 
teenager – and the 
sham trial that fol-
lowed in 1955 Mis-
sissippi -- helped 
spark America’s civil 

rights movement. For allegedly whistling 
at a white woman in public, Till was tor-
tured, beaten beyond recognition and 
thrown into the Tallahatchie River. Fifty 
years later, filmmaker Beauchamp has 
reconstructed the case and found that 
responsibility for the murder extends 
beyond the two good ol’boys who were 
acquitted by an all-white jury. 
Beauchamp interviews eyewitnesses 
whose stories have never been told, 
and discovers potentially guilty parties 
still living and liable for prosecution. 
This is a groundbreaking movie that 
vividly recalls a nightmarish, though re-
cent era. It has already had a tangible 
impact: the U.S. Justice Department 
has reopened this infamous case as a 
result of the film’s revelations. 
A must see ….Showing at  
209 West Houston Street 
New York, New York 10014  
Box Office (212) 727-8110 
www.filmforum.org 

Augustus Jackson Jr. 
Vanessa Jackson 
Shelia Jackson 
Raymond Aviles 
Eric McNeill 
John Kyereme 
Paulette Pettway 
Wayne Devonish 
Myra J. Raspberry 
Denesford Peters 
Martine Labissiere 
Curdy Edwards 
Cedric Smith 
Carolyn E. Heyward 
Issac Taylor 
Rav-Khesed Rody 
Javon J. Walker 
Van J. Walker 
John H. Gardner 
Katrina Little 
Deverton Williams 
William Avery 
B. Chowdhury 
 

Mary Morrell 
Michelle Stewart 
Elkyn J. Huertas 
Richard Jackson 
Phillip Meade 
Makeba Pinder 
Dania Roberts 
Wayne C. Brown 
Glen Pearson 
David Walker 
Lakisha Watkins 
De©Vona Gethers 
Marva Thomas 
Ifeachor Potts 
Yessenia Chong 
Andrew Grant 
Robert Wesley 
Walter Seymore 
Elizabeth Adekoje 
Earl T. Gardner  
Carla McClain 
Dora Foster 

Car for sale 
1994 Nissan Maxima 

Bidding starts @ 
$700.00 USD 

Contact  
Raymond Aviles  
(718) 852-6004 

*Save the Date* 
The Congressional Black  
Caucus Foundation 
Located in Washington, D. C. 
 

Presents its Annual Legislative  
Conference, Friday, September 23, 2005 
 

African American War Widows & Gold 
Star Families: Then and Now 
 

This Event is free and open to the  public 
 
Veterans of Operations Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom who are seeking 
medical care and benefits information 
should contact, Mr. Robert Greene, Com-
bat Veteran Coordinator, at (212) 951-
5422. The VA can provide these veterans 
with medical care for two years from the 
date of military discharge for conditions 
believed to be related to military service, 
regardless of income or eligibility status.  
 
A CARES Local Advisory Panel (LAP) 
to study the feasibility of consolidating 
the Brooklyn and Manhattan VA Medical 
Centers will hold a Public Meeting on 
Monday, September 19, 2005.  The 
meeting will be held at the Sheraton 
New York Hotel & Towers, 811 Seventh 
Ave, New York, NY 10019 from 8:30AM 
to 9:00PM.     

“Our purpose in life is to leave a legacy for our children and our children’s children. For this reason, we must  
correct history that at present denies our humanity and self-respect.” 

- Queen Mother Moore 

September 1 
September 3 
September 4 
September 5 
September 8 
September 10 
September 10 
September 11 
September 14 
September 15 
September 16 
September 17 
September 17 
September 17 
September 17 
September 21 
September 21 
September 24 
September 25 
September 25 
September 25 
September 27 
September 27 
 

October 1  
October 1 
October 2 
October 2  
October 2 
October 2  
October 2 
October 11  
October 13  
October 14  
October 16 
October 17 
October 17  
October 19  
October 25  
October 26  
October 26 
October 27 
October 28 
October 28  
October 28  
October 29 

COALITION FOR VETERANS  
IN PAIN AND DISTRESS 

 

The  Coalition, whose member-
ship include veterans and vet-
eran   organizations, was estab-
lished to address veteran issues 
and to advocate for and work 
towards implementing change 
where it is needed to improve the 
quality of life for veterans, their 
families and their communities. 
 

For more information about the 
Coalition or how to become a 
member, please contact Ricky 
Singh: 
Work:   (718) 852-6004 ext 252 
Fax:      (718) 766-0448 
E-Mail:  VSC@BVSJ.org 

-Thomas Henry 
 

On August 4th 2005, 
Black Veterans for Social 
Justice went on our an-
nual fishing trip aboard 
Captain Dave’s fishing 
boat. We sailed out of 
Sheepshead Bay, Brook-
lyn. Among the thirty-four 
participants five of them 
were children. The children were 
taught the concept of deep-sea fishing. 
For some of the participants this was a 
first time experience. There was a pool 
on who would catch the biggest fish. 
The winner was Thomas Heaney, a 
participant of BVSJ’s, Scattered Site 
Housing Program. He caught an eight-
een inch sea bass. Although, he was 
the noted winner. Everyone went home 
happy with their catch of the day. 

Thank you for the opportunity of working 
within your organization once again this 
summer. Every summer that I have 
worked here since 2003 has been more 
exciting and adventurous. I couldn’t 
imagine working with a different organi-
zation each summer. I can’t begin to 
express in this letter how thankful I am 
that you gave me this opportunity.  
 

I would like to thank you, Mr. Mashariki, 
Mr. Williams, Mr. Wesley and the rest of 
the Finance staff for serving as wonder-
ful mentors as well as guidance counsel-
ors to me.  
 

This internship opened a lot of doors for 
me and served as an excellent stepping 
stone in my life. I hope to continue to do 
business with you in the future. As well 
as being employed by you again. Thank 
you for a great summer. 
Hakim Scott 
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Editor’s Comments 
This newsletter is to keep the staff in-
formed. If you would like to submit an 
article or an upcoming event please feel 
free to send your submission to Vanessa 
Jackson in the Executive Office. It must 
be submitted by the second week of the 
month. If you have any questions I can be 
reached at (718) 852-6004 ext 276. 

Commercial Space 
Available 

1078 Bedford Avenue  
(374 SQFT) 

Contact Wayne Devonish  
(718) 574-9661 
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DONATIONS 
 

To help homeless veterans 
&  

veterans returning from 
 

 Iraq and Afghanistan 
 

 make checks payable to:  
 

Black Veterans for Social  
Justice, Inc. 

 

Donations are tax deductible 

BVSJ Board of 
Directors 

Looking for quali-
fied candidates  
 

Legal, Accountant/
CPA, Real  
Estate, Service 
Provider.  
Please fax candi-
date resume to 
(718) 852- 4805  

HELP IS AVAILABLE 
 

Work/Life Assistance   Program 
A confidential benefit that is available to 
all employees and family members for 
help with various personal challenges 
that everyone faces at some point in 
their lives. To speak to a professional 
counselor just call 1-800-833-8707, 24 
hours a day, every day of the year. 


